
Plants in the Park! 

Saturday, June 3 
Kiwanis Pavilion, Independence 

 

Plants in the Park is our largest fundraiser and, according to fellow MGs who have partici-

pated in the past, one of our most fun activities.  We need you and your plants to make PIP 

a success!   

Volunteer  Contribute Plants      Spread the Word 

 

1.  Volunteer to work on set-up on Friday, June 2 and/or at the sale on June 3. 

      E-mail Shoshana Wodzisz at slwodzisz@yahoo.com or call her at 330-730-7507 to let 

her know when you would like to work. (Friday/Saturday, morning/afternoon).  Organ-

izing and selling 2,500+ plants requires lots of hands doing lots of jobs.  You can find a 

list of all the tasks involved at the end of this article.  

      In addition, we will need help with the following specific assignments.  If you can take 

on any of these, please contact Kim Hawkins at hawkinsek@gmail.com or 440-331-

6463: 

Friday:  Pick up plants at designated drop-off points around the county 

beginning around 8:00 a.m.  Deliver to the sale site in Independ-

ence.  A truck, van, or SUV is very helpful, but not required.  Lift-

ing pots, some of them heavy, will be required.  

 

Saturday:  Reference Table (Hotline on the Road) – answer questions 

   Cashier – must be very comfortable with numbers in a fast- 

        paced environment 
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2.  Begin thinking about plants you want to donate and start digging. 

 

       We sell herbs, vegetables, annuals, perennials, trees and shrubs, house plants, and container gardens.  Na-

tive or rare plants are particularly appreciated because they enhance our sale tables and command higher 

prices.   We welcome all plants except invasive, but hope MG’s will be able to share some of their favorite 

unique and desirable plants.   

 

       So that your plants will look their best for the sale, start digging and dividing them in April if you can, but 

no later than early May.  That way, they will fill out in their pots and look lush and full.  If you wait until a 

few days before the sale, they will look wilted and unattractive -- even though they may be perfectly 

healthy and will return to their normal vigor in a short time. 

 

Tips for preparing your plants:   

 

Dig:  Choose a cool, cloudy day if possible. Plants may be taken whole or  as divisions—cut a piece  

          with roots and leaves, or take out a whole clump and divide it into pieces.  

 

Divide:  If you are dividing a clump, place it on a tarp and use two shovels or  a sharp utensil (saw,  

               knife) to cut it apart.  Discard the usually waning center section and pot up and/or replant the rest.  

 

Pot up:  Place the plant at the same level in a pot (with good drainage) as it was in the ground. Fill in  

              with moist potting soil, soilless mix or good soil from your garden. Water well and keep in a part- 

               ly shady  location until delivery to a location near you.   

 

Label:  Each plant with as much detail as possible using our  labels.  The form can be found in the 

             forms section of the MG website.  Tip:  Don’t affix labels until just before delivering them for  

             the sale.  Otherwise, watering and rain make the labels fall off or get soggy or smudged.  

 

Deliver:  Your plants to one of the drop off locations between May 27 and June 1.  We will provide a list 

                 of drop off points at a later date.  You can also bring your plants (no later than 1:30pm) when  

                 you come to  volunteer on Friday or first thing Saturday (by 8:30am at the latest). 

 

Need pots?   Each one has a supply.  

.         Lois Rose:  dlroses@roadrunner.com  216-321-6766  in Cleveland Heights 

Kim Hawkins:  Hawkinsek@gmail.com  440-331-6463 in Rocky River 

If you are unable to dig plants because of illness or physical limitations, please let Kim 

know.  We have volunteers willing to help you. 
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3. Get the word out 

      Let your friends, family and neighbors know about the sale.   Many of us are active with gardening clubs 

and plant societies and sharing our flyer will go a long way to getting the word out.  You will find the flyer 

at the end of this NYCU.  

Thank you so much for all your support.  Our plant sales make our programming possible.   

Lois Rose, Carol Anne Cohen, Kim Hawkins 

PIP Co-Chairs     

 

P.S.  Don’t forget to track your volunteer hours for time spent digging, potting up, and labeling your plants and 

report category 150 on your time sheet.  

Tasks to be Done to Make Plants in the Park a Success 

 

Friday, June 2:  Set-Up  (8:30am-ish -- whenever we’re done) 

 Committee arrives early to arrange tables, cover them with plastic, and prepare to process plants. 

 Volunteers start arriving 8:30am – 9:00am; help with prep. 

 Plants start arriving around 9:00am and will continue in waves until 1:30pm or so. 

 As plants arrive, volunteers: 

- Unload them from cars and place them on the tables for clean-up. 

- Work at the clean-up table grooming plants and ensuring they’re labeled. 

- Move groomed plants to the area where they’re priced – organized into sun, shade, part shade, trees and  

   shrubs, house plants, connoisseur plants. 

- Move priced plants to the sale area – organized into sun, shade, etc.   

- Keep an eye out for invasive (which we don’t accept) and mislabeled or unlabeled plants.  Bring these to a  

   separate table to be dealt with. 

 Other volunteer jobs on Friday 

- Help put up signs. 

- Arrange containers on display racks. 

- Arrange and price vegetable and herb starts and odd items. 

- Help set up check out areas. 

- Clean up at the end of the day. 
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Saturday, June 4 Sale:   

(7:00am – 9:00am set up; 9:00am – 2:00pm sale, 2:00pm – 4:00pm-ish clean-up) 

 Volunteers start arriving around 7:30am. 

 More plants will arrive and be quickly processed as they were on Friday. 

 Unless they have a specific assignment (cashier, holding, reference, food), volunteers circulate and help 

buyers make selections, answer questions, move plants to the holding area or cashier area, help buyers load 

plants into their cars. 

 As plants are sold, consolidate tables so displays continue to look attractive. 

 Help with clean-up at the end of the sale.     

 

 Because the plants come in waves on Friday and customer traffic ebbs and flows on Saturday, volunteers 

will move around from task to task as they observe what needs to be done or as committee members ask for 

their help.  It’s rare for a volunteer to spend an entire shift doing one thing. 
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Check us out on  the 

Web at: cuyahogamg.org 
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